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Abaarso’s First Harvard Admissions 

Some of you may have already seen this CNN story about Abaarso's 

Abdisamad Adan being accepted to Harvard University -

  money.cnn.com/2015/04/06/pf/college/harvard-somaliland-africa-

student-university/index.html?iid=HP_LN.  This has made him quite the 

celebrity in Somaliland, where many people have only heard of one 

foreign university, Harvard.  We are proud of Abdisamad and of all the 

staff and students who've helped him reach this dream.  They have built 

the foundation which he is now further developing.    

 

American Accreditation Process 

This September we received official word from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 

(NEASC) that Abaarso School was awarded Candidacy for Accreditation status.  NEASC’s members 

include all the prestigious New England independent schools and many well-known international 

schools.  Candidacy followed a Preliminary Visit NEASC made to Abaarso in June.  Abaarso School is now 

fully engaged in NEASC’s Self Study, a process where we review every aspect of the school vs. NEASC’s 

best practice standards.  It is expected that Abaarso will complete this study by the end of 2015 and host 

a full visiting team in the spring of 2016.  Our goal is to gain this accreditation shortly after.   

 

Gaining NEASC accreditation would provide Abaarso with credibility in the world outside Somaliland, a 

critical component for a school few can easily see in person.  NEASC’s stamp of approval should go a 
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long way towards easing the concerns of perspective teachers and partners, as well as provide comfort 

to college admissions officers.  In addition, NEASC members form a powerful support community who 

can assist Abaarso’s development.  We will be hosting the NEASC team by the summer of 2016 for their 

official visit.   

 

Organizational Improvements 

Abaarso has recently taken two major steps towards improving its governance, oversight, and 

sustainability.  The first significant improvement came this summer when the Somaliland Ministry of 

Education formally approved a Board of Trustees composed of our students’ direct families.  Abaarso’s 

management had successfully worked with an “Advisory Committee” of these parents for a year, and 

these staunch supporters have brought a critical Somali credibility to the school.  The new Board of 

Trustees is also able to problem-solve local issues with which the school’s management previously 

struggled.   

 

The second gain came in 

December when Abaarso put in 

place a US Advisory Board chaired 

by longtime Abaarso supporter 

Anand Desai.  Among other roles, 

the Advisory Board provides 

oversight of financial issues and 

fosters important partnerships to 

advance Abaarso’s mission.    

 

 

 

 

 

American Schools and Hospitals Abroad 

One of the biggest developments this winter was receiving a grant from the US government entity, 

American Schools and Hospitals Abroad (ASHA).  The $291,000 ASHA grant is strictly for hard assets such 

as buildings and equipment, a needed relief considering our expansion to now include 7th and 8th grade.  

We are pleased that the US government sees the value we are adding to the region and is willing to lend 

a hand.   

 

 

 

               7th grade girls working on extra math problems 
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Abaarso Runners 

We knew Abaarso students were natural runners, but 

the past 6-months has taken it to another level.  

Mohamed Hussein, our student who in 2014 won 

“Massachusetts Gatorade Cross Country Runner of the 

Year” while running for Northfield Mount Hermon, 

earned “All-American” status in his freshman year at 

Amherst College.  This year Mohamed is not Abaarso’s 

only award-winning runner. Jamaal Aw Yoonis finished 

as a top 50 cross-country runner in all of Pennsylvania in 

what was just his 1st term in the states.  Abdirahman 

Yusuf was the top runner at Rabun Gap Nachoochee School from his very first race.  Several other 

Abaarso runners also put up strong years, which is inspiring some to start training while still in 

Somaliland.  If we can provide a proper track, real shoes, and a quality training program, the possibilities 

count be astounding.   

 

Zayed Future Energy Prize 

In 2014, Abaarso School was runner-up for the Zayed Future Energy Prize, and was awarded $50,000 to 

pursue sustainability goals.  Just a year later, 100% of the hot water comes from solar heaters; toilets 

are being flushed using recycled water from sinks and showers; paths are lit with solar lights; a 200 cubic 

meter water catch is nearly finished; and a distribution system has been put in place to move water 

from various water catches to wherever it is needed.  Abaarso students are a big part of our Zayed 

Future Energy Prize applications and they are learning how to make the most of their society’s 

resources.  In Somaliland’s desert, solutions such as water catching and solar heating are not just 

environmentally friendly, they make economic sense.   

 

Student Essay 

We asked one of our students to write a short essay about any issue that struck her since coming to the 

US in August.  With just that as guidance, this is what she produced: 

I came to the States to do a Post-graduate year, and the only expectation I had was to do well that year 

and get into a college. It sounds simple, but the pressure was unimaginable when I realized that I had 

exactly three months before I applied to colleges. Within those few months, not only did I have to do 

exceptionally well, but I also had to get used to extreme weather, different teachers, and not only living 

away from home, but suddenly becoming a minority.  

 

But it was not until I was at a college interview that I realized that my mission was greater and more 

difficult than just getting into a college. One of the schools I interviewed for was a prestigious private 

college in Boston. The representative looked at me with a mix of utter pity and admiration because he 
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couldn’t believe that someone like me can be at a school as good as NMH (Northfield Mount Hermon 

School). When I told him that my transition to my new classes went smoothly, he told me that he found 

that hard to believe. I left that interview humiliated and feeling like I wasn’t good enough to be where I 

was. I also left that interview with a different agenda in mind; I had a new goal. I was reminded that I 

represented more than myself; I represented my former school; I represented my country. And if I wanted 

people to see me as who I am and not where I came from, if I wanted to destroy the single story, then I 

was going to work ten times as hard. I was going to have to be vocal, tell my story, tell the many 

dimensions of my story.  

 

In December, I got into an excellent college, and I still strive to be a good student. But my quest of 

destroying the many preconceived notions of what it means to be a Somali or an African didn’t end 

there. I now know that if I want to tackle these stereotypes, I have to have the courage to speak up and 

tell my story. I now know that when I take 

ownership of my own story, I refuse to accept to 

be pitied and be seen as a one dimensional 

character. 

 

 

Farah M. Omer is an Abaarso alum spending a 

post-graduate year at Northfield Mount Hermon 

School.  Next year she will be attending Grinnell 

College on a full scholarship.  Farah intends to be 

a journalist.   

 

  
 
If you, or someone you know, is interested in applying for a teaching position at Abaarso School, please 
visit our school website to learn more:  http://www.abaarsoschool.org/the-teachers/apply-to-teach/ 
  

For more information please visit us at www.abaarsoschool.org 

 

 

 

 

Farah (right) at Abaarso Graduation 
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